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Planning Committee 

 8 March 2017 

 
 

Application Nos. 17/00091/FUL 

Site Address Hengrove Park, Station Crescent, Ashford  

Proposal Installation of fitness equipment for adults and associated surfacing 

Applicant Spelthorne Borough Council 

Ward Ashford Town 

Call in details N/A 

Case Officer Paul Tomson 

Application Dates Valid: 17/01/2017 Expiry: 14/03/2017 Target: Within 8 weeks 

  

Executive 
Summary 

This planning application seeks permission for the installation of fitness 
equipment for adults and associated surfacing within Hengrove Park. 
Whilst the site is located within the Green Belt and is currently free of 
development, the proposal is for outdoor sport and recreational 
purposes. It is therefore considered an appropriate form of development 
in the Green Belt and is acceptable. The fitness area will be sited at 
least 114 metres away from the nearest residential properties and is not 
considered to have any adverse impact on their amenity. In terms of 
visual impact, the proposed equipment is low key in scale and the colour 
and type of materials would blend in with the surroundings. 

Recommended 
Decisions 

This planning application is recommended for approval. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

MAIN REPORT 

 

1. Development Plan 
 

1.1 The following policies in the Council’s Core Strategy and Policies DPD 2009 
are considered relevant to this proposal: 
 

 CO1 (Providing Community Facilities) 

 EN4 (Provision of Open Space and Sport and Recreation 
Facilities) 

 
1.2 It is also considered that the following Saved Local Plan Policy is relevant to 

this proposal: 

 GB1 (Green Belt) 
  
 
2. Relevant Planning History 

 
   
16/00610/FUL Installation of a concrete BMX/Skate facility  Withdrawn 
  01/06/2016 

 
 
3. Description of Current Proposal 
 
3.1 This application relates to Hengrove Park, which is located to the west of 

Hengrove Crescent and Station Crescent in Ashford. To the south of the park 
is Ashford Park Primary School. The site is located within the Green Belt. 

 
3.2 The proposal involves the installation of fitness equipment area for adults and 

associated surfacing. The fitness area will be sited to the west of the existing 
children’s playground and games area and will measure 16.5 metres in length 
and 8.5 metres in width. The facilities will be similar to adult gym equipment 
(e.g. stationary exercise bikes). The maximum height is 2.99 metres. The 
surfacing will be a “Wetpour safety surface” (coloured black). The fitness 
equipment will be painted a mix of black and green. 
 

3.3 Site layout and elevation plans are provided as an Appendix.  

  

4. Consultations 
 

4.1 The following table shows those bodies consulted and their response. 
 

Consultee Comment 

County Highway Authority No objection 

Environmental Health No objection 



 
 

(Noise) 

Leisure Services 
Confirm that they are supportive of the 
proposal. 

 

4.  Public Consultation 
 
16 neighbouring properties were notified of the planning application. At the 
time of writing no letters of representation had been received.  
 

 
5. Planning Issues 

  
-  Impact on the Green Belt 

 
 

6. Planning Considerations 
 

 Green Belt 
 
6.1 The site lies within Green Belt. Saved Local Plan Policy GB1 seeks to ensure 

only appropriate development is allowed in the Green Belt. The National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) allows the provision of appropriate 
facilities for outdoor sport and outdoor recreation, as long as it preserves the 
openness of the Green Belt and does not conflict with the purposes of 
including land within it. 

 
6.2 The proposal will involve the creation of an outdoor fitness area, which will be 

used for outdoor recreation purposes. It will be similar in nature and 
appearance to children’s playground or other park facilities and is considered 
an appropriate facility in the Green Belt. The outdoor fitness facility will be 
small in comparison to the overall size of Hengrove Park and the equipment is 
modest in scale. It will help to support and maintain the overall use of the land 
as a park. It is therefore considered to preserve the openness of the Green 
Belt and will not conflict with the purposes of including land within it. I also 
consider that the proposal will not harm the visual amenities of the Green Belt. 
Accordingly, the impact on the Green Belt is considered acceptable. 

 
 Other Matters 
 
6.3 The proposed fitness area for adults will be sited at least 114 metres away 

from the nearest residential properties in Hengrove Crescent and Station 
Crescent and is not considered to cause any loss of amenity to them. The 
relationship with Ashford Park Primary School will also be acceptable, which 
is located at least 47 metres away. 

 
6.4 The proposal will provide a new outdoor recreational facility to the existing 

park and will accord with the requirements of Policy CO1 (Providing 
Community Facilities) of the Core Strategy and Policies DPD. 

 
6.5 Accordingly, the application is recommended for approval. 
 



 
 

Recommendation 

 
7.1 GRANT subject to the following conditions:- 

1.  The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration 
of three years from the date of this permission. 
 
Reason: - This condition is required by Section 91 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1990 as amended by Section 51 of the Planning 
and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. 

 
2.  The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in accordance 

with the following approved plans and drawings: 
 
Site location plan received 12 January 2017 
Site Layout Plan Revision 01 Page 1 of 2 received 11 January 2017 
Plan and Elevations Revision 02 Page 2 of 3 received 17 January 2017 
 
Reason: - For the avoidance of doubt and in the interest of proper 
planning. 

 
Decision Making: Working in a Positive and Proactive Manner 
In assessing this application, officers have worked with the applicant in a 
positive and proactive manner consistent with the requirements of paragraphs 
186-187 of the NPPF.  This included the following:- 
 
 

a) Provided pre-application advice to seek to resolve problems before the 

application was submitted and to foster the delivery of sustainable 

development. 

b) Provided feedback through the validation process including information 

on the website, to correct identified problems to ensure that the 

application was correct and could be registered;  

c) Have suggested/accepted/negotiated amendments to the scheme to 

resolve identified problems with the proposal and to seek to foster 

sustainable development. 

d) Have proactively communicated with the applicant through the process 

to advise progress, timescales or recommendation. 

 
 






